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hatives. No multitudinous assembly which seeks
really to govern can possibly be free from it ; and
it will probably lead to a constitutional revolution,
the House of Commons abandoning the greatest part
of its legislative authority to a Cabinet of Executive
Ministers.

Another experiment, which, like the system of
Representation, is founded on the acknowledgment of
fundamental difficulties, has been attempted several
times in our generation, though not in our country.
In one of its forms it has been known as the Plebis-
cite. A question, or a series of questions, is simplified
as much as possible, and the entire enfranchised por-
tion of the community is asked to say " Aye " or
"No" to it. The zealots of democracy are beginning
to forget, or conveniently to put aside, the enormous
majorities by which the French nation, now supposed
to be governing itself as a democracy, gave only the
other day to a military despot any answer which he
desired; but it may be conceded to them that the
question put to the voters was not honestly framed,
however much it was simplified in form. Whether
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte should be President for
life with large legislative powers ? whether he should
be an hereditary Emperor ? whether he should be
allowed to divest himself of a portion of the autho-
rity he had assumed? were not simple, but highly
complex questions, incapable of being replied to by